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Title:
Electoral Register 2015 – Household Canvass

Summary:
This briefing updates members about the 2015 household canvass to be carried out to prepare the December 2015 register of electors and includes some key dates.

The Electoral Register and Individual Electoral Registration (IER)

The way people register to vote changed last year from household registration, where one member of the household could provide the details of everyone living at an address following which they would then be automatically registered to vote, to individual registration. In order to register individually a potential elector has to provide personal details (NI number and date of birth) which are then verified against the Department of Work and Pensions’ database.
Although new electors now have to register individually the council still has to carry out an annual household canvass. Every property will be canvassed to confirm information we already hold and to obtain information relating to new electors and inviting them to make an application to go on the electoral register.

Cheshire West and Chester Council Electoral Register Canvass 2015

The 2015 canvass will be typical of a canvass under IER. Household enquiry forms (HEFs) will be sent to all households in the borough and an invitation to register (ITR) will then be sent to those who have provided further information on a HEF.  Reminder HEF’s and ITR’s will be sent to any non-responders.

Our canvass period will run from August 2015 until 30 November 2015, the revised register will be published on 1 December 2015. The last date for receipt of new applications to register is 20 November 2015. 

Commencing week beginning 3 August 2015 a HEF will be sent to all properties via Royal Mail (excluding nursing homes, student halls of residence,  which will be canvassed in person).

NOTE: a HEF cannot be used to register electors; it is a mechanism to collect information about who is resident and eligible to register at a particular address. The information provided will act as a prompt for further action based on the response received.  Where the name of an existing elector is crossed off a HEF, this will act as a prompt to check that person’s entitlement to remain registered.

The Electoral Registration Officer is legally required to follow up any HEF non-responses, including issuing two reminders and arranging for a personal visit to be made. Any potential new electors identified will also need to be sent an ITR, and non-responses followed up by issuing two reminders and a personal visit.  

From 7 September 2015 reminder HEF’s and initial ITR’s will be sent out.  Canvassers will start to visit properties to chase up non-responders from 9 October 2015. 

There will be plenty of publicity about the canvass and electors will be encouraged, wherever possible, to confirm details and register on line. There are still facilities for those who do not have access to electronic communications to return forms free of charge.

Transition to IER and ‘carry forwards’ 

The Government has recently announced that the transition to IER will end in December 2015. This means that electors who have either not
a)
been confirmed as a match with DWP records; or

b)
successfully made individual applications to register to vote

will be removed from the electoral register – there will be no ‘carry forwards’.

In previous years electors were not removed from the register unless no response had been received from that property for two years. During the transition period of IER people who were not confirmed as a match against the DWP records were ‘carried forward’ and remained on the register.  This will no longer be the case. The resultant register will only comprise of electors who have registered individually.

What you can do
As leaders within your community and often the first point of contact for queries we would ask that you encourage all residents to respond to the electoral register canvass via the automated routes where ever possible. We would also ask you to explain that, even though people might be registered already (having just voted,) they still need to respond to this year’s canvass.  

There is a misconception that by paying council tax or receiving some other service from the council it means someone is automatically registered to vote.  This is not the case and it is important that residents are encouraged to apply to be on the register, and reconfirm their details on an annual basis.

For further information contact: Gina Jones, 01244 977075, gina.jones@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
Directorate: Governance
Responsible Committee, Cabinet Member:  Councillor Paul Donovan

Date: 31 July 2015

If you have any comments about this briefing note, about the members’ briefing series, or if you would like to suggest a topic for a briefing note, please contact Internal Communications, Floor 1, HQ, 
58 Nicholas Street, Chester. Telephone 01244 977803. Email internalcoms@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
Number:   











